Uppsala, November 22, 1990 



Harold Weisberg 

7627 Old Receiver Road 

Frederick 

Maryland 

217 01 USA 



Dear Harold, 

thank you for your letter and the copies of the FBI material on 
Oswald from CD1. 

The work with my book proceeds, but of course there is a constant 
fight against time. You must know what 1 am talking about. 

I was very happy to note your information that an American 
publisher might be interested. In Sweden we don't have the system 
with literary agents - authors deal directly with publishers. But I 
will talk to my publisher about possibilities of getting the book out 
in the States. 

However I will try to resist the tempation to write with an 
American audience in mind. The book has to be written for Swedish 
readers, with their knowledge • and prejudices. Possibly it could be 
slightly edited for an audience in other countries. Pirst it has to 
be written, though. 

Ths Swedish bugging trial 

Since you have showed interest in my investigations I will try to 
brief you a little about the trial and the background to it. It helps 
me to think clearer and it might also give you some thoughts that I 
could benefit from. 

I do not think I have told you very much. So here is a summary of 
it all: 

Six present and former chiefs of police are on trial for illegal 
electronic surveillance. 

None of them has confessed to being responsible for criminal 
actions. To some extent they have confessed responsibility for the 
surveillance but have either stated that it was secretly permitted by 
the government or that it was a situation of emergency in which case 
Swedish law permits actions which are normally forbidden. 

Electronic surveillance is forbidden in the Swedish constitution, 
while it is permitted for the police to listen to telephones after 
permission from court. 

The victims of the alleged crimes are in all instances except one 
political refugees from the Turkish part of Kurdistan. In the last 
instance the surveillance concerns a Palestinian couple who were 



suspected of planning sabotage actions. It has later showed that the 
suspicions were unfounded. The surveillance of the Palestinians does 
not have anything to do with the surveillance of the Kurds in any 
other way that in both instances the operation was performed by the 
Swedish security police, sApo. The Kurds are, according to the 
police, members of the terror 1st -labeled organization PKK. 

There are many signs that SAPO and other police bodies have 
performed numerous other bugging operations. Possibly the ones on 
trial are chosen because they are considered much less controversial 
than other operations - illegal police practices regarding Kurds and 
Palestinians are seen as less serious than if similar things are made 
against Swedes or foreign diplomats. 

The prosecuted are not just anybody. They are: 

- the former director of the National Police Board (-the highest 
police official in the country) Holger Rocnander; 

- former chief of security police, SAPO, former chief for the 
murder investigation of Olof Palme and also former police 
commissioner of greater Stockholm Hans Holmtr; 

- former chief of security police and present police commissioner 
of greater Stockholm Sven - Ake HjAlmroth; 

- and three other former top level chiefs in the SAPO hierarchy, 
among them P-Q N&ss who between 1978 and 1988 was the center of real 
power in the SAPO. NAsa is the main figure in the trial. He alone 
has, according the prosecutors, had a role in all of the 
surveillances. 

It looks like a great purge action and indeed it is. With 99 
percent certainty none of them will go to jail though - which the law 
allow for. They will either be declared innocent or get fines to 
pay. Possibly they will also have to pay damages to the victims of 
the surveillance. In that case the state will almost certainly take 
over the bill. So there are no big punishments on the agenda. It 
really is a question of politically destroying a wing of the SAPO 
which used to have power over the organization and at the same time 
getting the heat off the government. This central aspect of the case 
has been clouded because one of the suspects, Hans Holm6r , is known 
as a close associate of the Social Democratic government. Long before 
the murder Holm6r was chief of SAPO but failed to get control over 
the organization. He resigned and became police commissioner of 
greater Stockholm which he still was when Palme was killed. 

The leader of the Social Democrats, Olof Palme was strongly 
disliked by large sections of the police and military and leaders of 
private business. On the other hand, the Social Democrats have always 
had a tremendously strong political apparatus. There have been a lot 
of clashes between the Social Democratic wing and the more 
conservative wing in Swedish state bureaucracy. 

This has possibly something to do with the Palme murder. It has 
certainly a lot to do with the odd ways of the investigation. 
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What happened after the murder was this: Holm6r came to the police 
headquarters and immediately took control. He continued during the 
whole of 1986 to perform the double role of police coronissioner and 
investigation leader. He avoided to put experienced murder 
investigators into the case. He showed a remarkable lack of interest 
in witness reports from the scene of the crime and available 
technical evidence. He sorted out things which did not suit his 
positions. He put a strong effort in TV performances and succeeded 
for some time to act the role of the the lonely Swedish hero who more 
or less singlehandedly should solve the crime. You must understand 
that many people were in a great shock and Holm6r gave them the hopes 
that they wanted. This does not excuse the media, though. 

He was, without competition, presented as "Swede of the Year" by a 
national TV channel . 

There was of course no special reason why Holm$r should lead the 
murder investigation. He had never led any murder investigations 
before. There was of course even less reason why Holm6r should be in 
total control of what happened, with all critical voices silenced. 
That is what happened, though. 

The prosecution attorneys in Sweden lead the Investigations of 
crimes when one of two conditions is present: 

- either if there is a suspect 

- or if the case is big in itself. 

There should be no debate that the Palme murder investigation 
should be led by prosecutors and not by the police. But with the 
direct support of the government Holm6r was repeatedly and 
systematically able to take command and ignore the wishes of the 
prosecutors. 

In the early days of the investigation Holm6r and representatives 
of the government also discussed his problems with controlling the 
sAPO. The National Chief of Police - who also was the highest chief 
for SAPO - Holger Romander, got the ultimatum that either the SAPO 
coopletely collaborated with Holmtr including putting the people he 
wished at his service or would Holm6r by government decision get the 
power to take over the SAPO. 

In that situation Romander capitulated, though angrily. Romander 
told the SAPO chief Hj&lmroth (Holm6rs successor on that post) how 
things stood. 

SAPO had already before the murder talked about a possible danger 
that the PKK might murder Olof Palme. They did not take their own 
warnings very seriously though. It is a fact that they left the Prime 
Minister without body guards in the streets of central Stockholm on 
that February night. 

Holm6r was forced to resign in early 1987 because he had directed 
all resources towards one lead, the Kurdish organization PKK which is 
claimed to be terrorist. The opinion of the prosecution attorneys was 
that he did single out the PKK without serious basis in evidence. 
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Cttie prosecutors were couple tely right as far as I can judge.) 
Holm6r's building up of the PICK lead 1 b central to the understanding 
of what has happened with the Palme investigation and also to a large 
extent what has happened to Swedish politics. 

In the sunvner of 1968 - long after the departure of Holm6r from 
the investigation - the social democratic government was drawn into a 
big scandal when it was discovered that Holmtr's personal friend Ebbe 
Cailsson, a book publisher , had started an operation with the aid of 
the minister of Justice to renew the PKK lead again. Ebbe Carlsson 
organized operations inside the SAPO, operations which were directed 
against P-G Mss. Ebbe Carlsson also spread the message that the SAPO 
had been systematically irresponsible in not protecting Olof Palme 
from the PKK. 

One way of understanding this is of course that the Social 
Democrats have real reasons to be discontented with the role of the 
SAPO in relation to the protection of Olof Palme or maybe even with 
possible SAPO complicity in the crime at some level - but that the 
real circumstances are of such a nature that neither the Social 
Democrats or the SAPO wish to reveal them. Another way of 
understanding it is that even though the Social Democrats do not 
suspect any special faults from SAPO regarding the Palme murder, they 
do have grievances because of other things and that was why they used 
the opportunities related to the murder investigation to strike 
against the SAPO. 

What seems to be proved beyond doubt is that intnediately after the 
murder the government told the SAPO that they either should obey 
Holm6r in everything when he asked SAPO for resources or he would be 
put as head of the SAPO through an emergency decision from 
government. Ihere was even a draft decision written which was never 
used because the SAPO gave in. 

Back to Holm6r's "main lead" and the victims of the bugging 
operation. The Kurds in question are according to the police members 
of the PKK (Kurdistan Workers Party) . The PKK was in the fall of 
1986, half a year after the murder or Olof Palme, described as the 
N main lead** in the investigation. Accusations against the PKK for 
involvement in the murder have surfaced now and then since then - and 
before that too - with the exception of the period December 1988 to 
October 1989 when a Swedish drug addict and small-time criminal, 

Chris ter Pettersson, was the main suspect. I personally consider both 
the PKK supporters and Pettersson as highly unlikely suspects. Ihere 
is much to say about the work of the police and the attorneys in both 
cases, however. In the case of the PKK it was propaganda: repeat that 
someone is suspected many times and loudly until everybody believes 
it. The lack of any sort of substantial evidence is almost 
unbelievable before you actually study things closely. 

(In the case of Pettersson there are signs of a more conventional 
frame-up with the aid of criminals under pressure from the police. 
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When Pettersson was on trial two prosecution witnesses under oath 
testified that the police had tried to bribe them. Pettersson was 
judged guilty in district court and judged innocent in appellations 
court. I followed the proceedings in district court. The whole thing 
is quite a story. Nobody has yet written a book about the Pettersson 
case though. I will put something about that too in my book.) 

Background on ths PICK 

The PKK wages a war against the Turkish army in the countryside of 
eastern Turkey, in the areas which by Kurds are considered part of 
Kurdistan. 

The PKK has been accused of murdering dissidents from its own 
ranks. Recently the general secretary of the PKK, Abdullah 6calan, 
in a Swedish TV interview made in the Mideast took responsibility for 
two murders performed in Sweden in 1984 and 1985. According to the 
PKK the victims were collaborators of the Turkish authorities. (I do 
not know if that is true. Needless to say: that does not excuse the 
murders and has only done harm to the Kurdish national cause for 
which I really feel deep synf>athy. Amnesty International, for 
exanple, has convincingly reported on the monstrosities performed by 
the Turkish regime against opponents and especially Kurdish 
nationalists. ) 

Both the killers were taken by the Swedish police inmediately 
after the murders and were subsequently sentenced for the crimes. 

They stated that they had acted alone. Circumstances and the recent 
TV statements from the PKK leader indicate that they were sent in to 
Sweden to perform the killings. According to dcalan the murders were 
concretely planned by the PKK Chief for Europe at that time, Ali 
Cetiner, also known as "Source A", a PKK leader who later became 
police informer and who now is a key witness against the PKK in a 
trial in Germany. 

No known facts support that the assassins confided their plans to 
Kurds they met in Sweden just before the murders. No presumed 
collaborators were prosecuted. The SAPO, however, wished to take the 
Kurd murders as a starting point for striking against the members or 
supporters of the PKK living in Sweden. Because of the PKK:s 
prominent place in the Kurdish struggle against the Turkish regime 
there is a substantial number of PKK supporters not only in Turkey 
but also in western Europe. This is the case in spite of the 
organization' s reputation for violent methods against other currents 
in the Kurdish coniminity and the police prosecution against it. 

Sweden has friendly diplomatic relations with Turkey and also 
inportant business relations. After the first murder in 1984, the 
SAPO convinced the Swedish government to treat the PKK as a 
M terrorist organization" and to withdraw the permission to political 
asylum in Sweden for nine alleged PKK -member a on the ground that they 
were potential terrorists. 





It should be noted though, that the PKK does not act in a way 
which strictly is associated with the woxd "terrorist". It has not 
murdered Turkish ox foreign political leaders, it has not performed 
sabotage actions, hijackings ox the like. Its violence seems to be 
limited to their wax in Kurdistan and to inter -Kurdish feuds with 
obscure background which could include interference from Turkish 
authorities. All this with the exception - if we are to believe 
strong forces in the police and government - that they for some 
reason killed Prime Minister Olof Palme. 

The nine "potential terror is ta" were to be sent away to Turkey 
after the murder in 1984 but this was postponed because of the risk 
that they might be killed. Instead they got what is called "county 
arrest" which meant that the did not have te right to leave the area 
where they lived without permission from the police. Note that they 
had not been sentenced for any crime, the whole thing was based on 
what they possibly might do in the future. It all stood on the 
judgment of the SAPO, a judgment which could not be appealed. The 
exact basis for the SAPO: s position was hidden fox the nine Kurds. 
Some of them publicly demanded that they should be taken to trial if 
they had done anything so that they should be able to defend 
themselves. The "county arrest" was put to a stop this fall, but the 
terrorist label and the extradition decision are still valid. 




The baggings 

In 1984 - maybe as a way to investigate possible complicity in the 
Kurd murder then, maybe for other reasons - the SAPO bugged a book 
cafA known as meeting place for PKK synpathizexs. No SAPO official 
has taken any responsibility for that bugging. 

Immediately after the Palme murder on February 28th, 1986, the 
SAPO again ismediately started to bug a number of addresses connected 
to PKK sympathizers, this time peoples ' homes . No SAPO chief has taken 
any responsibility for those buggings either. They obviously 
happened, though, exactly as the one in 1984. 

Obviously the SAPO did not inform HolmAr . According to P G NAss, 
the minister of Justice had sent message to NAss that he silently 
agreed to the buggings on the condition that he did not officially 
know anything about it. NAss cannot prove that, however, so he 
chooses not to know about any buggings performed on part of the SAPO 
except those ordered by HolmAr . 

HolmAr gave NAss the order to start a bugging operation against 
the PKK in simmer 1986. That is what Holm6r says himself so NAss has 
to admit that. But the early spring buggings were not ordered by 
HolmAr, obviously. HolmAr was not interested in the PKK lead until 
simmer 1986 - my hypothesis is that he became interested when he at 
last got good connections in the SAPO which made it possible for him 
to use the PKK lead to even more take control over SAPO operations. 




In the early phase of the investigation a support fox the PKK lead 
would only have meant that he lost control and strengthened the sAPO. 

This hypothesis is supported by many things, not least the fact 
that until Holro*r himself started to support the PKK lead and in fact 
adopt it as the main lead, until that he had put the National 
Criminal Investigations Bureau, another police body, in charge of the 
PICK investigations. Which of course was insulting to the SAPO who 
considered themselves PKK experts. Holm6i's reason was not mainly to 
insult, however, but to strengthen his own control. Nonetheless, 
while Holm6r claimed little interest for the PKK lead and while the 
investigations formally were not on sAPOe table, the SAPO did their 
first bugging operation on the PKK after the murder. 

Th» "Min lead" 

It was not the results of these operations which inspired Holm6r 
to invent the main lead. Instead it was a not so inpressive story 
about a Kurdish drug pusher who in the presence of a Kroatian fascist 
and murderer should have asked a Finnish alcoholic in a prison 
outside Stockholm to buy a revolver. According to the Finnish 
alcoholic this should have happened before the Palme murder - the 
story was given to the police after the murder though. 

The revolver which was delivered was of the same type as the one 
which probably was used in the Palme murder, according to the Pirm. 
The Kurdish drug pusher was a relative to one of the Kurds with 
county arrest. 

In other words - not the most relevant and interesting story I 
have heard. According to Holm6r it gave him the reason to study all 
facts he could find about the PKK. Observe that he did not give the 
whole thing to a group of seasoned crime investigators. Instead he 
prepared himself for the dramatic public appearances that were to 
follow. However, his interest in the PKK coincided with the time when 
he got contact with Jan -Henrik Bair ling, a young and ambitious "PKK- 
expert** from the SAPO who after that worked closely with Holm6x in 
open defiance of his bosses in SAPO. 

Well, to make a long story short: after a big razzia in January 
1987, the "main lead** fell apart. Holn»6r was forced to resign. And, 
as I related earlier, his friend Ebbe Carlsson, a book publisher with 
close connections in the Social Democratic leadership, started in 
collaboration with Bax x ling and the Minister of Justice, an attenpt 
to revive the main lead and to gain control over SAPO for the 
government. Bbbe Carlsson' s intrigues were put to a halt when one of 
his collaborators got caught in the customs in June 1988 when he 
tried to take in bugging equipment. 

In the wake of the scandal that followed information started to 
leak out that there already had been a lot of buggings in the Palme 
investigation. And at last all this led to the trial against the six 
police chiefs. 




Already before the trial the SAPO has got a new boss who is very 
close to the government - so in spite of the Kbbe Carlsson scandal 
«*iich was bad publicity fox the government and good publicity for 
Mss who seemed to be innocent of at least those intrigues, in spite 
of that the government has got the upper hand and the supporters of 
Mss are losing. 

I refuse to believe that the trial has come to existence because 
any bind of sympathy on part of the authorities for the crime 
victims. The prosecutors who before the trial led a gigantic 
investigation where they questioned more than hundred SAPO employees 
never talked to the Kurds or the Palestinians. 

So: we have a big fight between different power centers. Sometimes 
events seem to be caused by the wish to bring clarity into the Palme 
murder. I think that is not what has happened. I think all this 
illustrates how the murder investigation has been used to everything 
except to investigate the murder . 

I guess all of this is not too easy to comprehend. I know I have 
not been very structured in my presentation. But if you have any 
thoughts about it, please let me know. You know: nobody in Sweden 
really understands all that is going an concerning this. The summary 
I have written above includes partly well-known stuff but also new 
ways to describe things. So I am wrestling with this, day and night 
and I would really like to get any kind of comments from you. 

Hoping to ocm to thm Stato* 

You invited me to come to see you and your archives if the 
possibility should arise. 

I have thought much about that and I have just asked for a 
scholarship from an organization called the Publicists 'Club to study 
how the Freedom of Information Act functions and especially how it 
has been used by Kennedy researchers. I doubt if I get a 
scholarship, but if I do I will travel to the US for two weeks with 
plans to study xelevant archives in Washington, talk to people who 
might have something to tell and especially visit you. The decision 
will come in late January, so if they grant me money I will ask you 
about further information, for example accomodation, people to talk 
to and so on. However, if you should be ill or tired - or just be 

^ of time - when and if I come, do not feel that you have any 
special responsibilities. In such a case I either stay in Washington 
or possibly go to Dallas. 

itodlm and Kennedy aurdtr 

Yes, I am very interested in exanples of. how authorities could 
control the media handling of the Kennedy murder . Swedish media 
mostly willingly accept being fed from the hands of government 
representatives and other authorities. 







When someone in a high position beyond all reasonable doubt is 
revealed as a crook the media suddenly scorn that person just to put 
the same old ridiculous trust in the new people in authority. It is 
obviously too much to ask for just normal critical scepticism in 
relation to any person in power . 

Ck»e of the reasons for this is of course that the people who 
control the media and the people who control administration are to a 
large extent the same. Or at least they belong to the same circles. 

In a small country like Sweden this is very obvious. But 1 understand 
it is much the same in the OS. Anyway, things concerning the media 

are of interest for my book. If you have documents I will be happy to 
see them. 

3 send 10 dollars just to cover your expenses for copying. I 
suppose you get a lot of correspondence from people wishing that you 
make copies for them, so please tell me if you spend more money than 
I pay for. 



Oo^Mat on CD-I 

I have read through the material on Oswald from CD 1 that you sent 

me. 

It is very interesting in exactly the way you pointed to: how the 
FBI succeeded in editing a document where the unknowing reader gets 
the mpressron that all facts neatly point to Oswald as a single 
mentally unbalanced murderer. It will be very nice to ccnpare that 

document to all the facts that contradict it which you have in your 
books. 

Material I have received 

You asked me what material I have received from you. It is until 
now: 

Hie report on the JFK murder and Oswald from CD 1 

December 9, 1963, letter to Supreme Court from Katzenbach 
concerning CD 1 

Katzenbach Memo to Moyers, Nov 25, 1963 

Evans Memo to Belmont, Nov 25, 1963 

4 -page "damage control tickler" from FBI, undated. 

And. of course: Whitewash 1-4. Post Mortem and Frame- up. 

I also, as I told you, have the warren Report. So if there is 

anything in that you would like to bring my attention to, just tell 
me the page , 



Hope I hear from you soon. Best wishes 

VI 

<&lnar Wall, Stenhammars vig 4, 6 tr. S-756 49 Uppsala, 



SWEDEN 
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